THE WEDDING                           59
a man or a woman's character is to be found in their choice
of amusements and their idea of fun; at an Indian wedding
we shall have abundant opportunities of studying both, and
we shall indeed be dull-witted, if we do not gain some impres-
sion of the charm and the delightful gaiety of Indian women,
and of the way their fun centres round their home. To many
of us the fascination of Hindu ladies lies in this very
' hominess' and in the pretty interest they take in the home
life of us exiles. A wedding is our qhance to get a glimpse
into the gladness of their homes.1
The first thing to do, of course, is to fix the wedding day.
This can never take place in the rainy season, for then Visnu,
the Protector, whose aid young married people specially need,
is in the lower regions (Patala). The three gods take it turn
and turn about to go there for a four months* course;
Brahma goes for the winter, Siva for the hot weather, and
Visnu goes for the monsoon, to stay with Baliraja, whom he
himself had driven thither. The auspicious wedding months
are roughly from October to June (Karttika to Jyestha).
But to find the actual day an astrologer is called in. He has
not only to choose a lucky day, but also to avoid hitting on
an unlucky one. The day must not be the last day of the
month, or any day when the sun is in the ninth 'sign of the
zodiac, Sagittarius, i.e. about December 14 to January 14,
nor any day when the sun is in Pisces, the twelfth sign of the
zodiac (Mlna JRasis February-March). No one may marry
when neither Venus (Sukra) nor Jupiter (Brikaspati) is visible;
and it is only safe to marry when the moon exercises a benign
influence over both bride and bridegroom*
In the case of the bridegroom it is all important that the
sun should be favourable, whilst in the'case of the bride it is
the influence of the planet Jupiter that matters most.
Well, the astrologer does the best he can and fixes the day,
1 Contr* Monier Williams, Brahmanism and Hinduism, p. 380. * It is
out of the power of any European, to whom the inner apartments of Indian
households are forbidden ground, to give a complete description of the
entire marriage ceremonial? This is only true for the mere man!